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Doug & Alicia Schliep
2018 Outstanding Conservationists
Andy Albertsen, Swift SWCD District Manager
The Swift County Soil and Water
Conservation District has named the Doug and Alicia
Schliep Family as the 2018 Outstanding
Conservationists. The Schliep family owns and operates
on 930 acres in northwest Swift county. Doug’s Great
Great Grandpa came to the area in 1876, and obtained
four quarters, three of which the family still owns and
operates. In 2006, Doug became more involved with
the family farm after attending college in Willmar and
Granite Falls and while working at Chippewa Valley
Ethanol Company for 10 years. Currently, Doug is a full
-time farmer, working closely with his father, Ron.
The Schlieps currently run a wheat, navy bean,
corn, and soybean rotation. They utilize a few different
techniques to ensure their operation is producing a
quality crop while also benefiting the environment.
They began experimenting with cover crops in 2015
after observing the benefits in their vegetable garden
and recalling their experience with alfalfa in their
rotation from 1974-2013, and how it greatly improved
soil structure. They started small with cover crops,
planting 30 acres of radish in 2015, then gradually increasing cover crop acres each year. This fall they
expect to plant 300+ acres of an oat and radish cover crop. They understand that it will take a few years
for soil health to improve with the use of cover crops, but in the meantime, there has been no decrease
in yield for the following crop. They applied for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
through the local Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) in 2015 and 2017 to help with the cost
of incorporating cover crops into their rotation the following year. In addition to improving soil health,
they have noticed the cover crops have helped tremendously with weed control, to the point where they
were able to reduce herbicide application in the fields with cover crops, saving time, money, and fuel.
They have also witnessed an increase in pheasant activity on their cover crop stands in the fall, as it
provides shelter and a food source. Due to the benefits they have seen on their own fields, they plan on
maintaining and potentially expanding their utilization of cover crops moving forward.
Another innovative approach the Schlieps have implemented in their operation is converting
some of their tile inlets to rock inlets (also known as French drains or alternative tile intakes). They
converted their first inlet back in 2014 and will be converting about 12 more inlets this fall. The Schlieps
applied for and will receive cost share from the Swift Soil and Water Conservation District to get the
inlets installed. Their motivation for converting their inlets was to improve water quality as it leaves their
fields, but they also benefit from not having a weed patch and having to farm around each inlet. Rock
inlets are simple to install, and they have been implemented with great success across the area. Each rock
inlet involves removing a 20’-30’ long, 3’ deep, and 4’ wide trench, taking the existing inlet, turning it 90 o
so it is parallel to the ground and then filling the excavated area with 1/8”-1/4” sand and rock. This allows
water to flow through the rock and filter out sediment before reaching the tile line. These inlets can then
be farmed through. The Schlieps have had great success with these to-date and hope to continue
converting more of their inlets in the future.
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Outstanding Conservationist 2018 (cont.)
The Schlieps look at all aspects of their operation to identify areas for improvement. One example of this was when they
purchased a different combine back in 2010. They made it a point to get a chopping corn head, so they could eliminate the use of
a stock chopper. While the upfront cost was higher, the investment was well worth it meaning fewer trips into the field, saving
time, fuel, machinery costs and less compaction on their fields, all of which have more than offset the cost of the chopping head
upgrade.
Doug also uses the latest technology when it comes to nitrogen application. Utilizing an online nitrogen tool, he inputs
data from his fields, which the tool uses in conjunction with field-level climate data to help make recommendations on where and
how much nitrogen should be applied. This tool has allowed him to make sure he is growing the best crop possible while not
overapplying nitrogen, saving money and time, while also being environmentally responsible. Doug also utilizes a split application
of nitrogen, meaning he divides the total nitrogen application into two or more treatments which helps improve nutrient uptake
resulting in maximum yield. These methods of fertilizer management show that the Schlieps follow the 4R Nutrient Management
System – Right source, Right rate, Right time, and Right place.
The Schlieps have done an outstanding job of improving their operation over the years in a way that is not only fiscally
responsible, but also benefits yield, improves soil health, and reduces their environmental footprint. It is for all these reasons that
they are model stewards for their land. Moving forward, the Schlieps will continue to work towards improving their overall soil
health on all their acres by expanding their usage of cover crops and potentially trying some test plots using strip till. They are
constantly looking for ways to improve, because you never know where new ideas can come from. Some may start from a single
seed in a vegetable garden, and some may come from a changing mindset. Just like his grandpa, Doug isn’t afraid to try something
new, because it just might work.
Join us in congratulating the Doug and Alicia Schliep Family as the 2018 Outstanding Conservationists for Swift County!

Cost-Share Funds Available
The Erosion Control and Water Management (State Cost-Share) Program provides grants to SWCDs so they
can help landowners offset the cost of installing conservation practices that improve water quality by reducing soil
erosion, sedimentation, and pollution.
Landowners or operators can apply for up to 75% cost-share for their project. Once approved by the local
SWCD Board, work can begin. These funds help the local SWCD to implement state-approved conservation practices.
Eligible practices include: rain gardens, streambank and shoreline protection, water and sediment control structures,
side inlets, alternative tile intakes and cover crops. Most practices have a life span of 10 years (except cover crops),
which means that they must be maintained for that length of time.
If you would like more information please contact the Swift SWCD office at 320-842-7201, ext. 3.

NO-TILL DRILLS
AVAILABLE FOR RENT!
RATES:
10 ft. Drill—$100 Mobilization + $10 per acre
12 ft. Drill—$100 Mobilization + $12 per acre
ATV Seeding—$50 Mobilization + $100/hour

The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or martial or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call
202-720-5964 voice & TDD. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Conservation Practice Spotlight - Denitrifying Bioreactor
From the Agricultural BMP Handbook for Minnesota, 2nd Edition:
Bioreactors are practices that utilize a carbon source, commonly woodchips, to support the removal of
nitrate-nitrogen from subsurface agricultural tile drainage.
Woodchip bioreactors have been identified as one means of removing nitrate from subsurface drainage water.
They remove nitrate by the process of denitrification. Under anaerobic conditions, bacteria use carbon from the
woodchips in their conversion of nitrate to nitrogen (N) gas.
Advantages of denitrification beds are relatively high rates of
nitrate removal, small footprints, minimal maintenance
during the design life, and low installation costs.
The large majority of woodchip bioreactors used in
agricultural subsurface drainage applications are the
denitrification bed type. Typically a trench of 5- to 25-foot
width and dozens of feet long is plumbed with an inlet and
outlet manifold and filled with woodchips.
Woodchip bioreactors have been shown to reduce
average annual nitrate loadings in the range of 30 to 45% in
field studies in Illinois and Iowa. On average across the
Midwest, bioreactor nitrate removal is 37.5%. Nitrate
removal rates are primarily governed by temperature,
influent nitrate concentration, and hydraulic residence time.
The percent load removal varies widely and can be 90+%.

Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA)
Mike Johnson, Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands Director
What is this state law (i.e. Wetland Conservation Act)?
The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) is a state law that regulates activities that result in the draining,
filling, or excavating of wetlands in Minnesota, including those on agricultural land. It is administered by local
government units; in rural areas this is usually the County or Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).
What should agricultural landowners do before starting a project, including drainage and maintenance,
that may impact a wetland?
1. Complete your “AD1026” form for your local USDA office.
2. Bring a copy to the SWCD and explain what you plan to do.

The SWCD can advise you if your project is allowed under the
state law, WCA, or if you need to submit an application to the
local government. Involving your local SWCD is the
easiest and best way to avoid problems.
Request a field visit by the local government that
administers WCA. This can help identify regulated wetlands
on your property, and regulations that could affect your
project. Many wetlands do not contain standing water or are
only saturated for part of the year, and can be difficult for
landowners to identify.
Tell your contractor to submit a “Contractor Liability form”. Contractors who conduct projects that will
impact a wetland are required to notify the local government. The Contractor Responsibility and Landowner
Statement Form is available at www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/forms (see “Replacement Plan Forms”) and must be
mailed to the local government prior to starting work.
Communication is the key! Compliance with USDA does not mean compliance with other wetland laws. A quick
call or stop at your SWCD or local government office prior to beginning your project will help you comply with the
laws and save a project from potential additional costs and delays.
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Wellhead Protection
Dalton Herrboldt, Swift SWCD Conservation Technician
Wellhead protection means protecting the area surrounding public drinking water
supply areas, and in turn, protecting drinking water supplies. Groundwater is and will
continue to be the source of drinking water for many communities now and for future
generations, with over 50% of the U.S. depending on groundwater for drinking water.
Protection of this vital resource is important! Potential threats for groundwater include
groundwater contamination, overuse and depletion, nitrates, pharmaceuticals and
personal care products, and microplastics. These threats increase the need for more
proactive management strategies.
The Safe Drinking Water Act requires every state to develop a wellhead
protection program. The Department of Health administers the wellhead protection
program in Minnesota. It is important to have regulations implemented because it is not uncommon to find household
water wells with well caps that are damaged, loose, or even missing. These present the dual threat of a direct pathway
into aquifers for contamination from the surface and a physical hazard to people and animals. Every unused well that is
not properly sealed poses a safety, health, and environmental threat to your family and community as a potential legal
risk to the landowner.
If you know where an abandoned well is located, or would like to seal an abandoned well, please contact Swift
Soil and Water Conservation District or Swift County Environmental Services. Funding (cost-share) is available to seal
abandoned wells in the County. Cost-share rates are 50%, not to exceed $500. If you have an interest in learning
more or have questions about protecting our waters, please contact Swift Soil and Water Conservation District.

So you planted a native prairie….now what??
Gemma Kleinschmidt, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist
An important part of establishing a successful stand of native grasses and forbs is following up after it’s planted. Don’t
just plant it and walk away! Management after planting is important to ensuring your prairie will be successful. Treat
your CRP field like you would your crop field; include it as a part of your whole operation and have a management
plan. Feel free to contact the SWCD if you have questions about managing your prairie. Following these guidelines can
help landowners see a more successful prairie.
Year 1 - Keep the planting clipped no shorter than 6 to 8 inches. This ensures that sunlight can reach the new
seedlings, and helps control annual weeds. Use equipment such as a flail or rotary mower. Do not swath - this will
smother seedlings by creating windrows. Some natives take awhile to become established, so do not be concerned
with sites that appear to be weedy with little grass emergence during the 1st year.
Year 2 - Spot mow any areas of heavy weed infestations prior to flowering throughout the growing season. If Canada
thistles or other undesirable weeds exist in the planting, carefully spot spray prior to flowering. Do not broadcast
spray the whole field. If possible, avoid spraying to prevent killing new flowers growing in your planting.
Year 3 - As needed, spot mow/spray any areas of heavy weed infestations. Do not mow the entire field.
Years 4+ - Manage your grassland every 3-5 years to keep the
native grasses and flowers rejuvenated and to keep the volunteer
trees from encroaching. Prescribed burning is a common form of
management in prairies. It can help increase plant vigor and
diversity, and remove the litter layer, which allows for better
movement through the stand by birds and other small animals. If
the site is unable to be burned, mowing is also an option. When
possible, mow field in halves or thirds, and start in the middle of
the field to allow escape routes for wildlife. Management activity
should take place outside of the primary nesting season (May 15 Aug 1) to avoid disturbing ground-nesting birds.
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
Rick Gronseth, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician
EQIP is a program offered through the NRCS office to address resource concerns on working lands. There
are several practices that can be designed or installed to meet your needs. Common practices that Swift County
producers have signed up for assistance in the past have included water and sediment control basins, waterways,
terraces, well sealing or decommissioning, stream crossings, grazing systems and rotational grazing plans, cover crops,
pollinator habitat development, Ag. Waste Systems, nutrient management, low pressure conversion for irrigation, tree
plantings, high tunnel greenhouses and energy audits.
EQIP is a competitive program with limited funds available. Local work groups meet annually, comprised of
local stakeholders, who gather community input to set priorities for practices that will address resource concerns that
are more pertinent to Swift County and may not be as much an issue in other parts of the state or country. Water
quality and soil erosion are almost always a high concern locally so practices that are designed to address those kinds
of issues usually receive a few more points to hopefully get funded when the ranking period for applications is
announced.
In previous years, EQIP has held a signup period that had a funding cutoff date in the fall of the year for
applications. For 2019, it looks like there is going to be a spring signup with a new ranking tool rolling out in February
for 2019. Landowners or operators can submit an EQIP application any time throughout the year for the next
available signup period. Just remember to get your application in before the cutoff period deadline is announced!
If you have concerns on your land or land you farm, and you would
like to talk with an NRCS technician about your possible options available,
give a call, 320-842-7201 x3, or send an email, rick.gronseth@mn.usda.gov. I
will set up a time to meet with you on your site and look at potential options
that may be available.

Get hooked on volunteering. Help Minnesota's waters.
Laurie SovelI, MPCA Citizen Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is seeking
volunteers for its Citizen Stream and Citizen Lake Monitoring
Programs. Program volunteers track water clarity, which helps the
MPCA learn more about a lake or stream's water quality. "Thirty years
ago when I started monitoring Long Lost Lake I thought it would be an
interesting thing to do for a summer. Little did I know that I would still
be at it three decades later, I guess you could say I'm hooked," says Jim
Svobodny, volunteer. Data collected by Jim and other volunteers can be
used by the MPCA to determine if a trend toward improving or
declining water quality exists. Identifying these trends is one of the first
steps in protecting or improving water quality throughout the state.
More than 1,200 Minnesotans participate in the Citizen
Monitoring Programs, but in order to reach all water bodies across
Minnesota, more volunteers are needed. "105,000 miles of rivers and
over 12,200 lakes is a lot of water to cover," says Laurie SovelI,
coordinator of the MPCA's Citizen Stream Monitoring Program. "We are looking for people curious about local water
bodies and passionate about protecting our state's water resources."
As part of the program, volunteers are asked to perform a short and simple water clarity test at their favorite
lake or stream, once per week throughout the summer. Equipment and training are provided by the MPCA and no
prior experience is necessary. For some lakes and streams, volunteer-collected data is the only data available, making
citizen involvement critical to ensuring the lasting health of Minnesota's waters.
Find out if your favorite lake or stream needs monitoring by using the MPCA's interactive map at http://
www.pca.state.mn.us/d4awwwd. To become a volunteer or learn more about the program, visit the program's website
at www.pca.state.mn.us/cmp. or call 800-657-3864.
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MN Ag Water Quality Certified Farm in Swift County
Grant Pearson, MAWQCP Certification Specialist
On Friday, August 24th 2018 Collins Family Farms from the Murdock area became Swift County’s 1st farm
certified in the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP). Andy Albertsen, District
Manager for the Swift Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and MAWQCP Certification Specialist Grant
Pearson from the Stearns SWCD presented Nathan Collins with the certification.
Collins Family Farms, owned and operated by brothers Nathan and Sean, farm about 1,800 acres. The farm
grows corn and soybeans predominately, but is also incorporating alfalfa into their crop rotation. Nathan and Sean
have implemented numerous agronomic and conservation practices on the farm over the years which have made them
eligible for Ag Water Quality Certification. Precision nutrient practices include grid/zone soil sampling to vary
Phosphorus application rates as needed based on test results. Phosphorus application rates avoid building soil test
phosphorus tests levels into the very high range thereby keeping their Phosphorus Loss Index levels in the low to very
low range. Nitrogen fertilizer applications are split applied to maximize Nitrogen Use Efficiency and rates are based
on University of MN rate suggestions while utilizing fall 2 to 4 feet Nitrate Nitrogen tests. Perennial vegetation is in
place along county drainage ditches.
Collins Family Farms continuously strive to protect their soils from erosion potential from wind and water.
Mulch tillage practices consistently results in an impressive 40% to 60% residue cover after planting following corn
harvested for grain. Future plans include reducing tillage intensity following soybean harvest utilizing vertical tillage to
keep more soybean residue on the soil surface. Currently, no-till is implemented after alfalfa stands are terminated
ahead of a planned corn crop. When corn is harvested for silage, the goal is to cut the corn high to leave more
residue on the soil surface and when harvest timing allows, the use of cover crops following corn silage is desired.
Lastly, Nathan and Sean plan to close open tile intakes on one of their farms while considering that option on other
farms. Water quality inlets will be installed to close the open tile intakes. The water quality inlets will reduce the
transport of sediment and nutrients down the tile lines.
The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is a voluntary program though
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture designed to accelerate adoption of on-farm conservation practices that
protect Minnesota’s lakes and rivers. Farm owners and operators who implement and maintain improved farm
management practices will be certified and in turn assured that their operation meets the state’s water quality goals
and standards for a period of ten years.
Andy Albertsen, District Manager from the Swift SWCD said “Collins Family Farms’ dedication to conserving
soil and maximizing nutrient use efficiency in order to preserve soil and water quality while preserving productivity is
an excellent example of the stewardship and sustainability ethic present in Swift County.”
The MAWQCP began in four pilot areas during the spring of 2014 and is now available statewide in
Minnesota. The Swift County SWCD is
excited about this program and its
potential to help farm owners and
operators demonstrate their
commitment to clean water and to
accelerate the adoption of conservation
practices as needed.
Contact the Swift County Soil and
Water Conservation District at
320-842-7201x3 for more information
and to apply for the Minnesota Ag
Water Quality Certification Program.
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Employee Spotlights
Dalton Herrboldt
Swift SWCD Conservation Technician
Greetings Swift County residents, I’m your newest SWCD employee. I was hired last
February, and I’m excited for this opportunity. Here’s a little bit about my interests,
backgrounds, and my goals. I really enjoy sports, especially football, Go Vikes! I like to
tinker on my vehicles to make them unique. To be in this field I think its almost a
given that you like the outdoors, so fishing and deer hunting season are my favorites. I
grew up and graduated high school in Isanti, MN. From there I went to college at St.
Cloud State University where I got my degree in environmental studies. I went on to
soil sample for Soil View for a season. I followed that up by getting a internship with
Pope SWCD. This is where it all “clicked”. I knew when I was going to school that I
wanted the chance to work outside, and work with water because I see it as such a
valuable resource. This internship let me experience a wide variety of things that a
SWCD has to offer such as tree plantings, nitrogen testing, cost share programs,
shoreline restorations and buffers. I was there for one year, then Swift SWCD had a Technician position open up and
here I am now. I am the district lead for our tree program and the rental of our no-till drills. My goal is to leave our
natural resources in a better state than what I had for future generations.
Gemma Kleinschmidt
Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist
Hi! My name is Gemma Kleinschmidt and I am the Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist
for Swift County. I have been working in Swift County for 3 years and prior to that, was
the Farm Bill Biologist for Lac qui Parle County for 2 years. As a Farm Bill Biologist, I
work to coordinate and implement voluntary conservation programs of the federal farm
bill (such as CRP) and other related wildlife conservation programs while working in
joint capacity with Swift SWCD, Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR), the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the local Pheasants
Forever chapter. I earned my Bachelor of Science degree in Natural Resources
Management and a minor in Horticulture from the University of Minnesota-Crookston. I
was born and raised in eastern North Dakota, but Minnesota has been my home for the
past 10 years. I live in Benson with my husband Adam and enjoy spending free time
gardening, camping, and hiking. I look forward to continuing to help with Swift County’s
conservation needs and to help landowners restore, manage, and protect habitat!
Andy Albertsen
Swift SWCD District Manager
Hello everyone! My name is Andy Albertsen and I am the District Manager for
the Swift SWCD, where I’ve been the manager for one year now. Before that I
was the District Technician for two years. My main duties include working with
landowners to secure funding for Best Management Practices, promoting the
AgBMP Loan Program and the MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program,
tracking progress on the Minnesota Buffer Law, and general day-to-day
operations of the SWCD. My favorite part of the job is working with people
who have a conservation need or desire, and assisting them in getting that
project completed. I grew up outside of Nelson, MN which is just northeast of
Alexandria. I attended high school in Alex and went on to get my Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Resources from the
University of Minnesota-Crookston. After graduating from UMC in 2014, I went to Iowa State University were I
earned my Master’s Degree in Ecology. I currently live in Starbuck with my wife, Jessica, but frequently spend time at
our family farm site by Brandon, MN where we enjoy spending time outdoors and tinkering on various projects.
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Save the Date!
st

1 Annual Swift SWCD Tree Open House
Staff will be available to assist you with
planning, layout, and species selection for
your tree planting project.

Wednesday, February 13th, 2019
8:00am - 5:00pm
Swift SWCD Office
1430 Utah Ave. Benson, MN
We will have coffee, hot apple cider, and treats!

Sign up on our website
homepage to receive
updates from Swift SWCD!
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Seed for Sale!

SWCD Board of Supervisors
Front: Mark Weimerskirch, Carl Ahrndt, Orvin Gronseth,
Back: Dale Schlieman, Clint Schuerman

Swift SWCD now sells a variety of native grass and forb
seed to meet your conservation needs. Custom seed
mixes for CRP, cover crops, or other projects can be
purchased through our office.
We have pre-made mixes for the different practices, but
we can also create custom seed mixes if desired.
Native grass and forb plantings provide optimum
habitat for wildlife and their deep root systems make
them effective for erosion control.
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