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Up Stream 

The Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District has named Tom Orr as our 2017 

Outstanding Conservationist. Tom began working for the Swift SWCD in 1977 as a WAE 

Technician, and then became the District Technician in 1980.  

Tom oversaw the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and Reinvest in 

Minnesota (RIM) programs in Swift County. During his time with the district, Tom assisted with over 

180 easements totaling nearly 9,000 acres! He remembers some long days during the first CREP sign

-up as he worked diligently to complete contracts and help protect acres for years to come.  

One of Tom’s primary duties was heading up the district tree program. Tom designed 

numerous field windbreaks, farm shelterbelts, wildlife plantings, and living snow fences and planted 

over 500,000 trees! He still recalls his first day of work back in 1977 in which he showed up for 

work and immediately started on his first tree planting. It took 12 hours to plant 3,000 trees. He 

recalls, “After planting I came home and was covered in dirt. But over time I realized it was actually 

soil and is one of our most precious and irreplaceable natural resources. I never looked at soil the 

same way after that experience.”  

Tom also assisted with the surveying, design, and implementation of many grassed 

waterways, terraces, and holding ponds. He was heavily involved with various planning groups, 

including the Swift County Water Plan, the Wetland Conservation Act-Technical Evaluation Panel, 

the Chippewa River Watershed Project, the Pomme de Terre River Watershed Technical Advisory 

Committee, and he also administered the AgBMP Loan Program for the county.  
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Outstanding Conservationist 2017 (cont.) 
 

In 2006, Tom became the County Ag/Weed Inspector; this was good fit as he is very passionate about 

controlling the spread of invasive and noxious weeds like leafy spurge, wild parsnip, and spotted knapweed. He still 

holds this positon and enjoys being able to drive around the county, always on the lookout for any new invasive 

species. Tom was also a member of the local Pheasants Forever Chapter where he was able to share his passion for 

wildlife and wildlife habitat. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of his job was being able to see the shelterbelts and windbreaks grow over 

the years and fulfill their intended purpose. His passion for trees grew over the years and driving around the county 

he points out just how many tree plantings he was a part of, and how each one was special and unique, just like the 

landowners he planted them for. 

After 40 years of doing what he loved, Tom retired and is spending more time outdoors. Some of his favorite 

hobbies include birding, photography, hunting, fishing, and golfing. Tom has been a fantastic spokesman for 

conservation and preservation over the years, leading by example to showcase his dedication to the field of natural 

resources. Join us in congratulating Tom Orr as Swift SWCD Outstanding Conservationist for 2017! Thank you Tom! 

The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its  

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or martial or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 

TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 

202-720-5964 voice & TDD. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

NO-TILL DRILLS  

AVAILABLE FOR RENT! 
 

RATES FOR DRILL RENTAL: 

10 ft. Drill —— $7.50 per acre 

12 ft. Drill —— $10.00 per acre 

Collaborating/Mobilization fee —— $100 

ATV Seeding —— $50 mobilization 

         $100/hour 

Cost-Share Funds Available 
 

 The Erosion Control and Water Management Program provides grants to SWCDs so they can help 

landowners offset the cost of installing conservation practices that improve water quality by reducing soil erosion, 

sedimentation, and pollution.  

 Landowners or operators can apply for up to 75% cost share for their project. Once approved by the local 

SWCD Board, work can begin. These funds help the local SWCD to implement state-approved conservation practices. 

Some of the practices include: rain gardens, streambank and shoreline protection, water and sediment control 

structures, side inlets, and cover crops. Most practices have a life span of 10 years (except cover crops), which means 

that they must be maintained for that length of time. 

 

If you would like more information please contact the Swift SWCD office at 320-842-7201, ext. 101. 
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    Updates on Minnesota’s Buffer Law 
 What is a buffer and what are the benefits of having a buffer? A buffer, also known as a riparian area, is land 

adjacent to a stream, river, lake or wetland. Buffers are critically important to keeping water clean. They help filter 
pollutants and runoff from entering the water from the surrounding land. Phosphorus, nitrogen, and sediment are the 

most common pollutants in Minnesota lakes and rivers, according to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Having a 
buffer installed helps keep those chemicals from entering a watercourse. Without a buffer of plants to filter runoff, 
pollutants such as sediment and algae-causing nutrients can drain to the water. The purpose of this buffer law is to 

protect state water resources from erosion and runoff pollution; stabilize soils, shores, and banks; and protect or provide 
riparian corridors.  

 Buffers have been a hot topic in the news ever since the Buffer and Soil Loss Statute was signed into law in June 
2015 by Governor Mark Dayton. However, regulations pertaining to maintaining perennial vegetation (buffers) adjacent to 

watercourses and water bodies have existed since the 1970s & 1980s when counties adopted local shoreland ordinances 
requiring 50’ buffers on DNR Public Waters. Ditch Law 103E also has required one rod (16.5’) buffers along ditches that 

have undergone the redetermination of benefits process. So while this “Buffer Law” is new, the buffer requirements have 
been around for decades. The current buffer law requires a 50’ average, 30’ minimum along DNR Public waters and 16.5’ 

along public drainage systems established under 103E. The deadline for seeding buffers along 50’ avg, 30’ minimum 
watercourses was Nov. 1, 2017. The deadline to seed buffers along ditches is Nov. 1, 2018. There is a MNDNR webpage 

dedicated to buffer information that contains frequently asked questions and a link to the buffer map. It is available at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html. 

 The SWCD staff can also assist you on site when determining the buffer width requirement and if any buffer needs 
to be added. The law requires the buffer on a public watercourse start at the top or crown of the bank and public 

drainage ditch buffers are outlined in statute 103E (www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=103E). Where there is no 
definable bank, measurement is from the edge of the normal water level. SWCD staff can perform a field check and flag 
your field (at no charge) if additional buffer is needed.  

 Financial assistance may be available if the buffer has not yet been seeded. The acreage requiring a buffer can be put 
into an eligible program or a landowner can sign up for buffer cost-share at the SWCD office. There was a set amount of 

money divided out among each county for landowner assistance. This money will be given on a first come first serve 
basis. The buffer cost-share for Swift County has a one-time flat rate payment of $300/ac for >1 ac and $200 for areas <1 

ac. A 10 year contract will be held between the landowner/operator and the Swift SWCD. If you are interested in this 
cost-share please contact Andy Albertsen as soon as possible. Landowners can seed the buffer on their own without cost 

share, as long as perennial vegetation is maintained.  An alfalfa rotation is an acceptable use to become compliant with the 
buffer law.  

 Once again, if you have any questions regarding the Minnesota Buffer Law, please call or stop by our office.  

Up Stream 

Aquatic Invasive Species: Clean In, Clean Out 
1. CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive species from watercraft, trailers, and water-

related equipment before leaving any water access or shoreland.  

2. DRAIN water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, livewell and baitwell 

by removing drain plugs before leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep drain plugs out!  

3. DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and worms, in the trash. It is illegal 

to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals from one waterbody to another. If 

you want to keep your bait, you must refill the bait container with bottled or tap water.  

 

KNOW THE LAW: You may not… 

—Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or other prohibited species on any roadway. 

—Launch a watercraft with prohibited species attached. 

—Transport water from Minnesota lakes or rivers. 

         

Spray, rinse, dry — Some invasive species are small and difficult to see at the access. To 

remove or kill them: 

—Spray with high-pressure water 

—Rinse with very hot water (120°F for at least 2 minutes; or 140°F for at least 10 seconds.) 

—Dry for at least 5 days 

—Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds to discharge water before leaving a water access. 



Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
 

 Landowners now have a new option to protect their environmentally sensitive cropland with the introduction of 
the Minnesota Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (MN CREP).  The kick-off of the MN CREP continuous sign-up 

began May 15, 2017.  
 MN CREP is a voluntary state-federal program designed to improve water 
quality and habitat conservation.  It will protect and restore up to 60,000 acres of 

marginal cropland across 54 southern and western Minnesota counties, using buffer 
strips, wetland restoration and drinking water wellhead protection.  The program is 

funded with approximately $350 million from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and $150 million from the State of Minnesota. 

 Landowners who are accepted in MN CREP will enroll in the USDA’s 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for 14-15 years.  At the same time, the land 

will be put into a permanent conservation easement through the State’s Reinvest in 
Minnesota (RIM) easement program.  Private ownership continues and the land is 

permanently restored and enhanced for water quality and habitat benefits. 
 MN CREP  is a great opportunity for farmers and landowners to implement 

conservation practices that support their needs while benefiting the state’s water 
quality. If you would like to learn more about the MN CREP program, contact  

Gemma Kleinschmidt at the Swift County SWCD office by stopping in or calling  
320-842-7201 ext. 3. Additional information about MN CREP can also be found at 

www.bwsr.state.mn.us/crep.  

Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA)  
 
What is the state law (i.e. Wetland Conservation Act)?  

The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) is a state law that regulates activities that result in the draining, filling, or 
excavating of wetlands in Minnesota, including those on agricultural land. It is administered by local government units; in 

rural areas this is usually the County or Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). SWCDs also provide technical 
assistance to landowners.  

 
What should agricultural landowners do before starting a 

project, including drainage and maintenance, that may impact a 
wetland?  

1. Complete your “AD1026” form for your local USDA office.  
2. Bring a copy to the SWCD and explain what you plan to do.  

 
The SWCD can advise you if your project is allowed under the state law, 
WCA, or if you need to submit an application to the local  government. 

Involving your local SWCD is the easiest and best way to avoid 
problems.  

Request a field visit by the local government that administers 
WCA. This can help identify regulated wetlands on your property, and 

regulations that could affect your project. Many wetlands do not contain standing water or are only saturated for part of 
the year, and can be difficult for landowners to identify.  

Tell your contractor to submit a “Contractor Liability form”. Contractors who conduct projects that will impact a 
wetland are required to notify the local government. The Contractor Responsibility and Landowner Statement Form is 

available at www.bwsr.state.mn.us/wetlands/forms (see “Replacement Plan Forms”) and must be mailed to the local 
government prior to starting work.  

Communication is the key! Compliance with USDA does not mean compliance with other wetland laws. A quick call or 
stop at your SWCD or local government office prior to beginning your project will help you comply with the laws and save 

a project from potential additional costs and delays.  
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The Value of Pollinators 
 

One out of every three bites of food in the United States depends on 
honey bees and other pollinators. Honey bees pollinate $15 billion worth of 

crops each year, including more than 130 fruits and vegetables. Managed honey 
bees are important to American agriculture because they pollinate a wide variety 
of crops, contributing to food diversity, security and profitability. But during the 

past 50 years, the number of managed honey bees have declined. Each winter 
since 2006, about 30 percent of beehives collapsed because of disease, parasites, 

poor nutrition, pesticide exposure and other issues. 
NRCS is working with agricultural producers to combat future declines 

by helping them to implement conservation practices that provide forage for 
honey bees while enhancing habitat for other pollinators and wildlife and improving the quality of water, air and soil. 

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to help producers provide safe and diverse food sources for honey bees. 
For example, NRCS helps producers voluntarily implement conservation practices such as planting cover crops, planting 

wildflowers and native grasses in buffers and areas not in production, and improving management of grazing lands. In total, 
more than three dozen NRCS conservation practices provide benefits to pollinators like honey bees. The Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) provide assistance to help implement these practices. 

To accelerate conservation to benefit honey bees, NRCS is targeting conservation efforts to where more than two-thirds of 
the populations spends summer months, pollinating crops and building strength to survive winter. NRCS launched the effort 

in 2014, and assistance is available for producers in Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin. Now in its third year, the effort has already enhanced about 35,000 acres of land for honey bees. Producers 
wanting to participate in this effort should contact their local USDA service center for more information. 

NRCS conservation practices designed to help honey bees and other pollinators also help reduce erosion, increase 
soil health, control invasive species, provide quality forage for livestock, increase populations of other beneficial insects and 

wildlife and make agricultural operations more efficient. NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to implement 
these practices, helping producers improve working lands and strengthening rural economies. 

Honey bees provide a tremendous ecological service in pollinating a variety of food crops. Additionally, 
conservation practices not only help improve honey bee health, but they also help improve the quality of water, soil and 

wildlife habitat. 

Walk-In Access Program 
 

 Are you looking to generate extra income off of your existing conservation acres or other non-farmed acres? If so, 
the Walk-In Access (WIA) program may be something to consider. The WIA program compensates landowners for 

providing public hunting access on their land from Sept. 1 to May 31. WIA targets parcels of 40 acres or more with high quality 
natural cover, which may include parcels already in a conservation program such as Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

(CREP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) and the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). Other high 
quality habitat may also be eligible to enroll. 

 
 WIA compensates landowners $10-$13 per acre to provide public hunting access on the parcel.  Landowner 
agreements can be up to three years in length and include a no-hassle opt-out clause. All landowners in the program are 

afforded liability protection through the Minnesota Recreational Use Statutes. When you enroll land in the WIA program 
you are leasing the land to the state of Minnesota for the public to hunt. Hunters who have purchased a WIA Validation can 

access the land one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset from Sept. 1 to May 31. Other uses by the public 
are prohibited without your written permission.  

 
 Enrollment period for the WIA program will be open from January 22 to April 27, 2018. If you would like to 

learn more about the Walk-In Access program, contact Gemma Kleinschmidt at the Swift County SWCD office by stopping 
in or calling 320-842-7201 ext. 3. More information is also available at www.mndnr.gov/walkin.  
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=stelprdb1242633
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Grant Money Available through                                                      
Pomme de Terre and Chippewa River Watersheds 

 The purpose of the Chippewa River Sediment Reduction project is to address the nine impaired stream segments 

identified in the Chippewa River Turbidity TMDL. This will be done by targeting areas of erosion in Upper Reaches of the 
Chippewa River and to broaden adoption of sustainable landscape changes associated with the increase of continuous living 

cover and water retention in areas of the watershed that contribute to turbidity impairments. The work of this project has 
dual focus: 1) significant sediment reductions in the Upper Reaches of the Chippewa River and 2) promote perennial and/or 

living cover practices in the other 8 turbidity impaired stream segments through incentive payments towards cover crops 
and grazing management practices. The cover crop incentive payment rates are $25/ac for 1-2 species, $35/ac for 3+ 

species. Minimum of 10 acres, maximum of 100 acres. Three year contract. Grazing management projects will provide 75% 
cost share towards practices that compliment a prescribed grazing plan.  
 The goal of the Pomme de Terre River Association (JPB) is to improve the local water resources within the 

watershed through targeted voluntary efforts and the building of strong relationships with local landowners, producers, and 
citizens. Currently, the Pomme de Terre River is not meeting state water quality standards for sediment. The purpose of 

this project is to strategically work towards a 53% sediment reduction goal at the mouth of the Pomme de Terre River 
based on a Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy document. The result of this project will result in edge of field 

reductions of 15,000 tons of sediment and 15,011 pounds of phosphorous from entering surface waters yearly in the 
watershed. The JPB has targeted and identified specific areas (Priority Management Zones) and activities required for 

marked water quality improvement, including the proposed implementation of 24 Water and Sediment Control Basins 
(WASCOBs), 35 Rain Gardens, 2 Shoreline/ Stream bank stabilizations, 5 Waste Pit Closures, 1 Grassed Waterway, 28 

Alternative Tile Intakes, 1 Livestock Exclusion, and the enrollment of 2065 acres into conservation practices. These 
practices in total will directly result in site specific and watershed dependent reductions of 15,001.39 tons of sediment and 

15,011.57 lbs of phosphorous from entering surface waters yearly in the watershed. In addition, The JPB received a federal 
319 grant for project implementation in the amount of $210,000.00 that is the planned match for requested funds and will 

be used for the physical construction of all practices and provide partial funding for the Drywood Creek channel restoration 
project and will reduce an additional 81.95Ton TSS/yr and 87.85lbs phosphorous/yr. Contact the SWCD office for more 

details or to fill out an application. 
*Shaded areas have watershed funds available.* 
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What are Cover Crops and How Can They Help Your Bottom Line? 
  

 Cover crops. One of agriculture’s newest buzz words, has been prevalent for decades, especially on farms to the 

west. The mention of cover crops can easily be thrown around as the silver bullet for fixing a plethora of issues that 
producers face on an annual basis. Cover crops can increase organic matter, increase water holding capacity, increase soil 

microbial activity, increase earthworm abundance, decrease compaction, decrease weed abundance, reduce soil erosion, 
scavenge nitrogen, be a nitrogen source, improve soil structure and texture, and be a supplemental food source for grazing. 

Sounds too good to be true, doesn't it? While the benefits of cover crops can sound much like a pitch for Dr. Wonderful’s 
Magical Mystical Cure-All Elixir, unlike Mr. Wonderful’s Elixir, there is sound science that backs up cover crop benefits. 

 Cover crops come in many shapes and sizes. There is no ‘silver bullet’ cover crop that will produce all the benefits 
listed above, which is why many cover crop enthusiasts choose to use cover crop mixes. There are ‘gateway’ cover crops, 

one of the most popular being cereal rye. However, with 1-2 cover crops your field will reap 1-2 benefits (maybe a couple 
more), but with a 7-8 species mix, the number of benefits increase greatly. Some diehard cover croppers are using 25+ 

species mixes! But let’s be real, no one will, or should, jump headfirst into incorporating cover crops across all their fields. 
Start small. Try a 10 acre plot close to your home so you can keep an eye on it. Be patient! You may see some small 

benefits after one year, but don’t be surprised if you don’t see any benefit after 1 or 2 years. Think of how long that field has 
been farmed a certain way, it will take a little time to change the soil biology and 
chemistry. To adapt a quote from Field of Dreams, “If you plant it, they 

(earthworms & microbes) will come.” 
 Cover crop seed is not free. Just like any long term investment there 

are some costs associated to get up and running. While there are additional 
costs associated with cover crops (seed, field operations, termination), there are 

also cost savings (fixed or scavenged nitrogen, weed control, feed). Over time, 
incorporating cover crops can increase yield, especially during drought and flood 

conditions as cover cropped fields can be less ‘flashy’. However, each field is 
different and cover crops shouldn’t be treated as a one size fits all solution. 

 If you’re ever able to attend a cover crop field day or conference, go 
for it! There are people who attend those events who are just like you. They’ve heard of it, are interested in it, but might 

not know how to start. There are other people who attend these events who have been utilizing cover crops for 1, 5, 10, 
or 30 years. Don’t be afraid to pick their brain. If you do decide to incorporate cover crops, don’t be afraid of failure. Each 

situation is different. What works well on one field may or may not work on another field. Plan for some trial and error. 
We can assist you at the SWCD office, by providing financial incentives or recommendations specific to your field and your 

goals. No doubt there are challenges to successfully incorporating cover crops into your rotation, but with some patience 
and persistence, you too can be harvesting the benefits of cover crops. 

12th Annual Swift SWCD Water Festival  
 

 

On September 15, 2017, the 12th Annual Swift 

County Water Festival was held at Ambush Park 

Outdoor Learning Center in Benson, MN.  

Approximately 200 students from Benson and 

Kerkhoven - Murdock - Sunburg Schools attended.  

The theme for the day was concentrating on local 

natural resources. The students spent the day 

learning about the environment and water quality 

issues through 17 hands-on activities and interactive 

presentations led by local and state agency staff. The 

highlight of the day was a presentation by the 

University of Minnesota Raptor Center. The Swift 

County SWCD offers a sincere thank you to the 

local and state organizations that contributed to the Water Festival. 
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SWCD Office 

1430 Utah Avenue 

Benson, MN 56215 

 

Phone: 320-842-7201 ext. 3 

We’re on the Web! 

www.swiftswcd.org 
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  Important Dates 

January 11— Board Meeting 

February 1 — Deadline to order trees!!! 

February 8 — Board Meeting 

March 8 — Board Meeting 

April 12 — Board Meeting 

May 10 — Board Meeting 

SWCD Board of Supervisors 

Carl Ahrndt, Mark Weimerskirch, Dale Schlieman, 

Orvin Gronseth, Clint Schuerman 

SWCD Staff 

Gemma Kleinschmidt, Andy Albertsen, Sheri Gades 


