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2021 Outstanding Conservationist: Mesenbrink Farms LLC
Andy Albertsen, Swift SWCD District Manager
Matt Mesenbrink isn’t your typical farmer. Matt grew up on his parents’ home farm
north of Holloway and was a normal farm kid living a normal farm life. He helped with all
the farm chores to make sure the family farming operation was chugging right along. He
always made sure to get all his chores done and find time for some hunting and fishing
opportunities around the Pomme de Terre River. As Matt grew older, he moved off the
farm and ended up meeting his wife, Kristi, and having three boys Gavin, 12, Teyton, 9, and
Ryker, 4. Matt now works for Winfield as a District Sales Manager where he works to
bridge the gap between farmers and Ag Retailers. Through this position that Matt has
grown into, he has been itching at the opportunity to get involved with the old family farm
again. This reinvigoration all started back in 2018.
With a farm consisting of five fields and about 550 acres of tillable land along the
Pomme de Terre River, Matt knew that his margins would be tight and there was little
room for error. Matt wanted to
maintain or improve profitability while
reducing inputs. One way he did this
was by evaluating each acre on their
fields. He identified certain spots that
continually underperformed, where
the inputs outweighed the outputs, he
decided to tip the scale in his favor.
By taking marginal land out of
production and enrolling those acres
into a combination of the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Matt was able to create a better return
of investment (ROI) across the entire farm, and focus on improving his agronomic practices
on the remaining tillable acres.
With three of their five fields being irrigated, Matt knew he wanted to make every
drop count that was coming out of the irrigation systems. That meant putting together a
prescription for each field and knowing that areas within the field would need different
levels of moisture depending on the soil type. To collect the necessary information to write
these prescriptions, Matt installed Crop X soil moisture sensors. These sensors allow him
to check the soil moisture in his fields anytime, day or night, through an app on his
smartphone. The app also allows him to view rainfall totals from the weather stations on
his fields and view a soil moisture forecast based on the weather forecast so he knows
when he may have to turn the irrigator on and how much will need to be applied. Matt has
been pleased with the accuracy of the sensors, noting that when they field check the soil
moisture, the sensors are right on the money. In addition to the sensors, he has begun to
convert his irrigators over to variable rate irrigation and install low pressure nozzles. The
low-pressure nozzles allow for more water to be used by the plant and less to transpire
into the atmosphere. The variable rate application allows him to save water by only
applying the amount the crop needs, where it needs it.
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Another conservation practice that Matt has implemented are water and sediment control basins (WASCOB). A
WASCOB is an earthen embankment that is formed perpendicular to a gully in a field. Drain tile and a Hickenbottom
intake are used for transporting the temporarily stored water down the field and into a stable outlet location,
so as not to cause additional erosion. This conservation practice works well on steeper slopes that have gully erosion
issues. Matt has installed two WASCOBs so far and plans on at least three more in the future. “It’s a great practice
to keep the soil in place and maintain the farmability of the field. It’s a lot easier to farm around a
grassed basin than a gully,” he says.
Another conservation practice that Matt took on in 2018 was incorporating cover crops. Farming in coarse
textured soils that are also irrigated was a great opportunity for Matt to start experimenting. His goal for
implementing cover crops was to reduce wind erosion year-round, especially over the winter months, and begin
building up the organic matter in his fields. Each year, Matt has hired an airplane to fly on a cover crop mix of spring
wheat and oats. Cover crop establishment has varied from year to year, with each year providing new challenges, but
overall, Matt is pleased with the results. As he continues to learn and expand his understanding of cover crops, his
goal was to try seeding cereal rye and oats this year, just to see how that winter hardy rye will establish this fall and
what kind of overwinter benefit he’ll receive. “It’s important to keep trying new things,” he said, “just
because a cover crop fails one year or doesn’t do what you were hoping, you shouldn’t give up, just
chalk it up as a lesson learned and come back smarter the next time.”
As Matt continues to find ways to improve his operation, he reached out to the Swift County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) about the Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP).
Through this Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) program, the SWCD reviewed the current and planned
farm practices for Matt. This thorough review includes looking at individual field characteristics, assessing nutrient
management, pest management, tillage operations, irrigation and drain tile management, and existing and planned
conservation practices. With the review and on field assessments being completed this spring and summer, Matt
became fully certified in the MAWQCP.
Matt continues to look for ways to improve his operation that will also save him money and benefit the
environment. “What is right for the environment is right for the farm, “ he says, “my goal is to raise a
healthy family, and I do that by taking care of the land in a way that not only benefits my family, but all
families in the community. It is my responsibility as a farmer to do just that.”

NO-TILL DRILLS
AVAILABLE FOR RENT!
RATES:
10’ Haybuster Drill—$100 Mobilization + $10 per acre
12’ Truax Drill—$100 Mobilization + $12 per acre
ATV Seeding—$50 Mobilization + $100/hour

The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or martial or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call
202-720-5964 voice & TDD. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Local Funding for Irrigation Improvements Available
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) has partnered with over 30 organizations, including USDA-Natural
Resource Conservation Services (NRCS), soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs), Central Lakes College,
AgCentric, University of Minnesota, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, state agencies, irrigator’s associations, and businesses,
to provide financial and technical support for precision irrigation to irrigators. This 5-year project is designed to work
directly with agricultural producers using irrigation in the project area to:
• apply conservation practices that protect groundwater quality and quantity,
• promote expanded precision irrigation practices,
• build technical expertise among NRCS and SWCD staff to guide farmers in applying conservation practices,
• promote and organize farmer to farmer learning opportunities,
• utilize partners’ expertise to design innovative approaches to expand conservation efforts, and
• quantify the environmental, economic, and social impacts of the implemented practices.
Background
Irrigation often occurs on well-drained coarse textured soils, making the underlying groundwater susceptible to
nitrate contamination. Nitrate leaching through the soil has led to elevated nitrate levels in drinking water in some
areas, impacting drinking water wells. Groundwater withdrawals for
agricultural irrigation may also impact groundwater-surface water
hydrology, such as reduced streamflow. Optimizing irrigation water
management helps reduce nitrate leaching losses to the groundwater
and synchronize timing and amount of water to meet crop needs and
reduce overapplication. The Groundwater and Agriculture Report that
was done by the East Otter Tail SWCD and the Freshwater Society
documents that agricultural producers are willing to adopt practices
that address these issues if education and financial assistance are
available.
Approach
Provide financial and technical support to irrigators willing to adopt and integrate proven precision irrigation and
nitrogen management practices and technologies to help address groundwater quality and quantity issues in the
primary irrigated areas of the state.
The project will focus on conservation irrigation practices utilizing a flexible, tiered approach where irrigators can
participate at the level that is relevant for their operation and attitude towards technology adoption and risk:
• The first tier includes implementing the relatively inexpensive practice of installing advanced soil moisture
sensors in irrigated fields to enhance water management through irrigation scheduling.
• The second tier includes installing precision irrigation packages, including updates to panel, nozzles and
variable frequency drive pumps.
• The third tier includes an advanced irrigation package along with the newest technology for irrigation water
and nutrient management. This will include recent, proven systems using remote operation technology, crop
status sensors and variable rate fertigation systems.
Partners
• Soil and Water Conservation Districts (20): Becker, Benton, Cass, Dakota, Douglas, East Otter Tail, Grant,
Hubbard, Kandiyohi, Meeker, Morrison, Pope, Sherburne, Stearns, Stevens, Swift, Todd, Wadena,
Washington and West Otter Tail.
• Central Lakes College Ag and Energy Center, AgCentric, Northern Center of Agricultural Excellence, Mille
Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Irrigators Association of Minnesota, Central Minnesota Irrigators, Todd-Wadena
Electric Coop, Reinke Manufacturing, RD Offutt Farms, RESPEC Consulting, University of Minnesota,
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources, and Minnesota Department of Health.
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Swift County Observation Wells
Dalton Herrboldt, Swift SWCD Conservation Technician
This past growing season was hot and dry. It was the driest year for observation wells since 1989. Which has
shown the importance of groundwater. Groundwater supplies 75 percent of Minnesota's drinking water and 90
percent of agricultural irrigation. We’ve partnered with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR)
through the Cooperative Groundwater Monitoring Program to help monitor our groundwater levels in Swift County.
We do so by taking once a month reading (April through November) at 28 total observation wells spread throughout
Swift County.
A water-level observation well (obwell) monitors the static water levels of
an aquifer over time. Each aquifer and well is identified by the geologic record and
well construction data. Most DNR observation wells are not used for pumping to
avoid interference with measurements. Obwell networks collect static groundwaterlevel data to assess groundwater resources, determine long term trends, interpret
impacts of pumping and climate, plan for water conservation, and evaluate water
conflicts.
Approximately half of the wells are actively monitored in the network of
over 2,000 across the state. You can go to https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/cgm/
index.html There it will show the location of all the obwells in Minnesota. You can
find the historical data for a selected obwell here. This will show the yearly data that
is broken down by monthly records for a particular year and has other facts about
the selected obwell. Swift’s obwells this past fall were all showing signs of returning
to normal to levels thanks to the late rains, and the normal groundwater recharge
cycle. Fun fact: the oldest obwell that is still being used in Swift County is 50 years
old (1972).

Soil Health & Habitat Program
Gemma Kleinschmidt, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist
With generous funding from Purina and support from many other partners, Pheasants Forever has created a
new Soil Health and Habitat Program. This program – focused in the prairie pothole region, aims to collaborate with
farmers in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, and Iowa. The goal of the program is to rebuild soil organic
matter, sequester carbon, increase water infiltration, and provide quality wildlife habitat on the least productive
cropland acres while simultaneously improving profitability and sustainability.
Utilizing precision agriculture technology, Pheasants Forever will work with producers and growers to analyze
data using Truterra™ Insights Engine. Results from the analysis will help guide enrollment of unprofitable acres into
the program by providing a one-time incentive payment for establishing grassland habitat and improve soil health on
the best acres through cover crop mixtures and incentives.
To be eligible, producers must have at least 1 year of
precision yield data. If accepted into the program, contract length is
5 years and producers receive financial incentives for implementing
perennial habitat and cover crops.
• $250/acre one-time payment incentive for habitat in all
participating states
• $150/acre cost-share for seed and implementation (based
on actual receipts)
• $20/acre for cover crop cost share (in order to be eligible
for cost share assistance on cover crops you must enroll
some acres into perennial habitat)
The current signup period is available now on a first-come, firstserved basis until January 28, 2022. For more details and to apply,
visit https://www.pheasantsforever.org/soilhealthandhabitat

Tree Order Form

2022 Planting Year

Name - __________________________________________________________
Address - __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone - __________________________________________________________
*Order early to get the trees you want

*All bare root shrubs & trees are sold in bundles of 25 unless noted

*Other species & sizes are available please call

*Pick up date with time will be announced by postcard

( All Bundles are $47.00 apiece )
# of Bundles

Total $

SMALL SHRUB (Bare Root) Mature Size of 5’ to 12’
Black Chokeberry
American Hazelnut
Highbush Cranberry
Redosier Dogwood
Common Lilac (Purple)
White Lilac
Nanking Cherry
Elderberry
Cotoneaster
Arrowwood

# of Bundles

LARGE TREE (Bare Root) Mature Size of 40’ to 80’
Black Cherry
Hackberry
Cottonwood (Seedless)
Paper Birch
Black Walnut
Red Maple
Silver Maple
Sugar Maple
Bur Oak
Red Oak
Swamp White Oak
Golden Willow

LARGE SHRUB/SMALL TREE (Bare Root)
Mature Size of 12’ to 25’

Total $

Basswood/Amer. Linden

American Plum
Common Chokecherry
Mountain Ash
Red Splendor Crabapple
Midwest Crabapple
Nannyberry
Juneberry / Serviceberry
Apricot
Homestead Hawthorn
Front Page Total - $

*See backside for evergreens, additional supplies, and services

( All Bundles are $47.00 apiece )

# of Bundles

Total $

(Apple Trees $45.00 apiece)

EVERGREENS (Bare Root)

# of trees

Total $

Apple Trees (Bare Root) **6 to 8 feet tall**

Black Spruce

Frostbite

Black Hills Spruce

McIntosh

Colorado Spruce

Haralson

Meyer Spruce

Honey Gold

Norway Spruce

Sweet 16

White Spruce

State Fair

Eastern Red Cedar

Honeycrisp

Rocky Mnt. Juniper

Wealthy

American Arborvitae

KinderKrisp

Techny Arborvitae

Connell Red

Jack Pine

Zestar

Red/Norway Pine
Ponderosa Pine
Scotch Pine
White Pine
Balsam Fir

( Potted Trees Are Sold Individually )
1 gal. $10.00

2 gal. $15.00

Total $

EVERGREENS (POTTED)
Black Hills Spruce
Meyer Spruce
Norway Spruce
White Spruce
American
Arborvitae
Techny Arborvitae
Red/Norway Pine
Ponderosa Pine
Scotch Pine

Additional Items
Weed Fabric
(6’ Wide)

$0.50 per foot

Weed Fabric
Squares
(3’ x 3’)

$2.00 each

Tree Tube 5’

$3.00 each

Tree Tube
Stakes 5’
(PVC)

$2.00 each

Tree Planting
by SWCD

Bare root $0.75 each
Potted $1.25 each
Minimum of $75.00

Custom Grass
Seed Mixes

CRP Mixes
Native Grass Mixes
Pollinator Mixes
Deer Food Plot Mixes

White Pine
Austrian Pine
*Broadcast Grass Seeding by SWCD w/ATV - $50 startup then $100 an hour
*Native Grass Drill Rental - $100 startup then 10’ drill $10 acre, 12’ drill $12 acre

Disclaimers

-Swift SWCD can’t guarantee survival rate of shrubs and trees.
-Swift SWCD reserves the right to substitute sizes or cancel species due to availability.
-Swift SWCD reserves the right to change prices as needed without notice.

-For best selection order by February 1st, 2022. March 18th, 2022 hard deadline

Total Front Page
Total This Page
Subtotal
Sales Tax - 6.875%
Total Order Cost

Total $

Call for
Pricing
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Federal Funding Provided Locally
Rick Gronseth, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician
Swift County landowners and operators often ask what program can I put this land into to
generate income and not farm it anymore? It often comes down to which program can be used in which
circumstance.
(EQIP) Environmental Quality Enhancement Program: Recently if you have been trying
to get funding to try cover crops, or convert to no-till, or even some erosion control or feedlot
improvements, you have been competing with everyone else in the SW part of MN to do those same
practices. There simply is not enough money to go around to fund everyone to get into this program. So, when producers
don’t rank and score high enough for that funding period, there will likely be a trickle down for a few months until the
money has found a home to be spent as producers lock in contracts with NRCS to apply the practices they were approved
for funding.
(CSP) Conservation Stewardship Program: The way operations get funded for CSP is like the EQIP program,
however the CSP program doesn’t just look at one field or one part of a field to address resource concerns; it looks at your
whole farm operation and based on how you manage the land uses that you are in control of on your farm operation. CSP
has a slew of questions that must be answered for the management of the operation. Basically, the more you are currently
doing for conservation on your farm, the higher your initial score will be, and the better your chances are for funding. Your
payment for CSP is based on two parts. The current level of management and the other is for the practices you choose to
do in the next 5 years of the CSP contract.
Both EQIP and CSP have ongoing application signups where applications are taken year-round. If you have concerns
on your farm that you want to address, you should fill out an application and work with your local office to put a
conservation plan together to identify all the resource concerns and apply for additional funding to help address those
resource concerns with the available programs. There has been a lot of interest in pollinator plantings to boost habitat for
monarch butterflies and honeybees. CRP, Conservation Reserve Program, is offering higher rental rates than most of the
other federal programs currently. If you are interested in pollinator plantings, you should consider getting a quote for the
areas of the field you are interested in through CRP.

Nutrient Management Planning Services Available
Tim Ebnet, Nutrient Management Specialist
Are you a livestock producer in Swift County? Do you have a facility that you would like to update but are
looking for some assistance in doing so? Or would you just like to make the most of the manure produced on your
farm so you don’t have to spend so much money on fertilizer? There are options out there for you!
If you choose to pursue financial assistance through the NRCS
for a waste storage structure you will be required to have a
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) developed for
your farm. The purpose of this plan is simply to account for all manure
nutrients produced on your farm and then identifying the best way to
use these nutrients across your acres. Easy as that!
Maybe you are not looking for financial assistance, maybe you
just want to be as efficient as possible with your fertilizer dollars. We
can start with a manure analysis of the manure you are spreading along
with a manure spreader calibration to identify your application rate.
With those tests, we can fine tune your application rate to make the
most of your manure. Those tests could show that you might not be
getting enough of a certain nutrient and would have to add additional
fertilizer to achieve maximum yield. Those tests could also show that you are applying too many nutrients, and with a
reduction in application rate, you could apply manure over more acres cutting down on purchased fertilizer.
Is your county requiring you to complete a manure management plan to maintain feedlot compliance? If so, I
can help with that too. Maybe, just maybe, you have a few manure related questions that can be discussed over a
phone conversation. All of this is a service available to you and assistance is only a phone call away. My name is Tim
Ebnet and I work for Todd SWCD, but I work with Swift SWCD as well. I can be reached at 320-533-1851, or call
Swift SWCD at 320-842-7201 x3.
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Lawns to Legumes
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources

What does this program do?
Lawns to Legumes aims to protect the federally endangered rusty patched bumblebee
(Minnesota’s state bee) and other at-risk pollinators. Lawns to Legumes offers
workshops, coaching, planting guides and cost-share funding for installing pollinatorfriendly native plantings in residential lawns. The program also campaigns to raise
awareness for pollinator habitat projects and offers grants for demonstration
neighborhoods, community projects that create habitat corridors and showcase best
practices.

Why does this matter?
Minnesota is home to more than 450 native bee species. Pollinators also include butterflies, moths, beetles and native
flies. All play a key role in pollinating many food crops and native plants, but populations have significantly declined
worldwide in recent years. Population decline can be attributed to habitat loss and lack of related nutrition for
pollinators, as well as pesticide use and pathogens. Even relatively small plantings of native flowers can help create
conditions that are highly valuable to pollinators and can help build important habitat corridors.
Am I eligible? When can I apply for funding?
Anyone is welcome to use the planting guide developed for this program to help plan a
pollinator habitat project, available at: https://bwsr.state.mn.us/l2l . Minnesota residents who
have an area at their home that can be used for outdoor planting can apply for a
combination of technical assistance (workshops, coaching) and cost-share funding. In
December 2019, Blue Thumb began accepting applications from residents for
reimbursement funding. Apply on Blue Thumb’s website https://bluethumb.org/lawns-tolegumes/. Applications will be accepted through February 15, 2022. Funding decisions and all
notifications will be emailed in March 2022. Grant recipients have until December 15, 2022
to install their project. Applicants who are accepted into the Lawns to Legumes individual support program can
receive up to $350 of funding through a reimbursement process.
Demonstration Neighborhoods
In addition to the individual support component of the program, Lawns to Legumes aims to establish high-profile
community-wide projects located in important pollinator pathways to highlight best practices. A Request for Proposals
(RFP) was issued by BWSR in October 2021 inviting local governments, tribal governments, and nonprofits to apply to
establish a demonstration neighborhood. Contact your local SWCD if your neighborhood is interested in pursuing
one of these grants.

Trees for Sale!
Make sure to order your
trees extra early this year.
Due to the dry summer
conditions, nursery stock is
low, and trees are selling out
fast!
Tree Open House is Feb. 1st
at Benson Fire Hall.
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) 2021
Kody Fossum, Swift County Parks Supervisor, Drainage Inspector and Wetlands Director LGU
What is the reason or goal for the Wetland Conservation Act? – The goal or reason for the wetland
conservation act is defined in the wording. If you take a ride back in history and
see just how many of the prairie potholes/acres were around and the vast
diversity of wildlife and native grasses that were once standing or thriving right
where we are sitting is steadily declining. The scientists, biologists, fisheries and
wildlife agencies took a step back and said we need to conserve what we have
through different methods of conservation (Wetland Conservation Acts,
Reestablishment of wildlife areas, Walk-in Hunting Access, Waterfowl Habitat
Management Areas), while continuing to preserve them through preservations
(State Parks, National Parks, Historical Trail, Native History) for future
generations.
Photo from MN BWSR Website
Wetland Restoration – An area of the Minnesota WCA that has been on the
rise is Wetland Restoration. Its purpose is to return drained or altered wetlands from agriculture, highway, personal
use, etc. to a near former pre-disturbance condition. It recreates and provides natural habitat for wildlife and even
fisheries in certain cases by recreating an ecosystem that can sustain biological diversity for even endangered species.
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) is committed to researching, developing sound practical
wetland restoration policies and strategies to continue to achieve this. With a focus on private lands, BWSR works
with local governments, other agencies and conservation organizations to provide programs, technical assistance and
funding to protect, restore, and enhance the values and benefits of our most critical natural resources.

Swift SWCD Nature Day
Andy Albertsen, Swift SWCD District Manager
Each year, the Swift Soil and Water Conservation District hosts a Nature Day Event for Benson and KMS 5th
and 6th Grade students. The 2021 Nature Day was held on September 17th at Ambush Park in Benson. The Swift
SWCD partnered with local and state entities to offer fun and educational lessons and activities covering a variety of
outdoor topics. Topics included fisheries, prairie management, plant ID, forestry, glaciers, bubbleology, and more!
This year, our Nature Day had 15 stations with presenters from Swift and Douglas SWCDs, Upper MN
Watershed District, NRCS, Pheasants Forever, Native Resource Preservation, Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Moore Engineering, University of
Minnesota-Extension, and the Science Museum of Minnesota.

We would also like to thank our sponsors for their generous donations to keep our Nature Day event going strong!
Agralite Electric Cooperative
Benson VFW Post 1403
CVEC
City of Benson
Culligan

Citizens Alliance Bank Murdock Legacy Printwear
Don's Building Center
Pam Mansfield, CPA
1st American Benson
Swift County
Federated Telephone
Grossman Trump

Swift County Soil & Water
Conservation District Newsletter

PRESORTED
STANDARD

SWCD Office:
1430 Utah Avenue
Benson, MN 56215
Phone: 320-842-7201 ext. 3

US POSTAGE PAID
BENSON MN
PERMIT NO.

www.SwiftSWCD.org

In this Issue
Front: Outstanding Conservationist
Page 2: Out. Cons. cont., Drill Rental
Page 3: Funding for Irrigation Improv.
Page 4: Ob Wells, Soil Health & Habitat
Insert: Tree and Materials Order Form
Page 5: Federal Funding, Nutrient Mgmt.
Assistance Available
Page 6: Lawns to Legumes
Page 7: Wetland Conservation Act,
SWCD Nature Day

Swift SWCD Tree Open House
Staff will be available to assist you with planning, layout, and species selection
for your tree planting project.

Tuesday, February 1st, 2022
7:30am - 5:00pm
Benson Fire Hall
1410 Kansas Ave. Benson, MN
We will have coffee, hot apple cider, and treats!
**Orders placed during the Tree Open House will receive 10% off their trees**
(In-person orders only)

