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Pomme de Terre 1W1P 
Micayla Lakey, Pomme de Terre River Association Coordinator 

On August 26, 2020, the Pomme de Terre River Association’s (PDTRA) Comprehensive 

Watershed Management Plan was approved by the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 

(BWSR). The Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan (CWMP) is a watershed-wide 

management plan developed by local partners under BWSR’s One Watershed, One Plan program. 

Representatives from each of the six counties in the Pomme de Terre River Watershed (Big Stone, 

Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Stevens, and Swift) and from each of the six Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts have been working with the PDTRA for the past four years to write the 

CWMP, and all involved are happy to have it approved.  

Water doesn’t follow county boundaries, so why should our water management plans? One 

Watershed, One Plan is a program that encourages working relationships across county boundaries 

between SWCDs, counties, and watershed districts or associations, to establish watershed-wide 

management plans. Creating a CWMP that prioritizes the goals of the whole watershed required 

some creativity, problem-solving, and compromising. This is especially true in a diverse watershed 

like the Pomme de Terre, which begins in the hardwood forests in southern Otter Tail County and 

runs 105 miles south through prairies and agricultural land, eventually flowing into the Minnesota 

River near Marsh Lake in Swift County.  

The Pomme de Terre CWMP lays out strategies for watershed management over the next 

ten years. Using local knowledge and experience, we narrowed down our priority issues: drinking 

water protection, groundwater conservation, altered hydrology, poor and high quality lakes, 

protection and restoration of perennial cover and shallow basins, excess pollutants, loss of in-stream 

habitat, aquatic invasive species, watershed outreach, and lakeshore owner education. The plan also 

identifies measurable goals that we can reach 

while addressing each of those priority issues, so 

we can track our progress towards improving 

conditions in the watershed.  

Many of our goals can be addressed on 

a watershed-wide scale, but some of the most 

pressing water quality issues are location-

specific. The planning committee identified five 

priority areas within the watershed based on 

local knowledge and stakeholder input. These 

five areas include the Northern Lakes area 

(around North and South Turtle Lakes in Otter Tail County), the Christina/Pelican Lakes area, the 

Pomme de Terre River Lakes Chain area, the Pomme de Terre River Corridor, and the Drywood 

Creek area. Some of the high-priority issues we want to address in those areas are reductions in 

pollutants and drainage runoff to improve some of the poor-quality lakes and maintain the high-

quality lakes, drinking water protection, loss of riparian habitat, and ongoing lakeshore stewardship. 

With the CWMP approved, the PDTRA and its partners can begin implementing the 

activities described within the plan. The funding we will receive from BWSR to implement this plan 

over the next ten years will improve water quality throughout the watershed in many ways. There 

will be cost share funding available for landowners to implement various best management projects; 

we will host educational events for watershed residents, landowners, and schools; we can provide 

water testing kits to residents; and continue outreach via meetings and tours. Our organization is 

very optimistic about the water quality improvements we can accomplish with this funding and 

cooperation between all stakeholders in the Pomme de Terre River watershed. The plan can be 

viewed online from the PDTRA website at: www.pdtriver.org/projects/one-watershed-one-plan/ 
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The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its  

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or martial or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 

TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice & TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 

202-720-5964 voice & TDD. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

 

NO-TILL DRILLS  

AVAILABLE FOR RENT! 
 

RATES: 

10’ Haybuster Drill—$100 Mobilization + $10 per acre 

12’ Truax Drill—$100 Mobilization + $12 per acre 

ATV Seeding—$50 Mobilization + $100/hour 

NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

Swift SWCD now sells Bobbex                   

Deer and Animal Repellent!  

 
From the Bobbex Website: 

"Bobbex Deer Repellent is a proven effective solution for 

protecting ornamental plantings, shrubs, and forest trees 

from browsing and feeding Deer, Moose, and Elk. Created 

as a fast- and easy-to-apply topical foliar spray, Bobbex 

Deer Repellent deters and prevents the costly damage 

associated with these destructive herbivores." 

 

"Bobbex-R Repellent is a blend of  natural, recycled, safe 

ingredients that include active proteins that repel through 

smell and taste aversion. Bobbex-R can be used on low 

lying vegetation, flower beds, gardens and even under-

ground on bulbs. It can also be sprayed at the mouth of 

burrows and holes to prevent animal re-entry." 

Deer 1qt. Concentrate ---------- $20 + tax 

Deer 48 oz Ready-To-Use ------ $21 + tax 

Animal 48 oz Ready-To-Use ---- $24 + tax 

Seed for Sale! 
 

Swift SWCD sells a variety of 
native grass and flower seed 
to meet your conservation 

needs. Custom seed mixes for 
CRP, food plots, or other    

projects can be purchased 
through our office.  

https://bobbex.com/
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Aquatic Invasive Species Remain a Threat During Winter Months 
Andy Albertsen, Swift SWCD District Manager 

 As winter firmly takes hold, anglers continue to trek out to their 

favorite lakes in search of that elusive lunker. However, just because the 

lakes have frozen over doesn’t mean aquatic invasive species (AIS) remain 

idle. Some vegetative species of AIS, such as Eurasian watermilfoil and curly

-leaf pondweed continue to grow under the ice. This gives them a 

competitive advantage over native species, which typically don’t begin 

growing until spring. What makes these two species particularly invasive is 

that they are able to grow an entire new plant just from a fragment of an 

existing plant. It is important to check all fishing gear, like augers, fishing 

line, hooks, fishing electronics, and anything else that may have come in 

contact with these fragments. Washing or sanitizing your equipment before 

moving to another waterbody is important for controlling the spread of these species. 

 Other types of AIS include zebra mussels, spiny water fleas, and Chinese mystery snails, which all produce 

offspring that is microscopic. These species get transported when water is moved from lake to lake, such as in bait 

containers. This is why it is also important to not transport fish in water. 

Zebra mussels are well known for their ability to change a waterbody’s 

ecosystem. They are filter feeders, meaning they filter out algae that native 

species would normally eat. With a lake containing a high population, zebra 

mussels can clarify a lake rapidly, but this causes an increase in aquatic 

vegetation, especially in shallower areas. They can also attach themselves to 

native mussels preventing them from feeding. Zebra mussels are prolific 

reproducers, with a single female producing 100,000–500,000 eggs per year. 

This is how zebra mussels can quickly take over a lake, and can be found 

attached to anything that remains in the water for a longer period of time. 

 So, remember to Clean, Drain, Dry and Dispose! 

Conservation Practice Spotlight - Rock Inlet/Alternative Tile Intake 
                      From the Agricultural BMP Handbook for Minnesota, 2nd Edition 

 Isolated surface depressions in agricultural fields are commonly drained with 

subsurface tile that have surface intakes that outlet to underground drainage pipe 

systems. Open intakes that are flush with the surface of the ground can provide a 

direct conduit for sediment and nutrients to enter the tile system, which lead to 

ditches, streams, and rivers. Alternative tile intakes increase sediment trapping 

efficiency through increased settling time and filtering. They can also reduce the 

velocity of flow into the tile inlet. One alternative tile intake is a gravel (rock) inlet, 

with gravel to the ground surface, or with a layer of soil covering the gravel.  

 Water quality benefits of alternative tile intakes are primarily associated with 

the temporary ponding of water and settling of particles before reaching a 

waterbody. A rock inlet has a sediment trapping efficiency of 70–95% during 

temporary ponding. 

 Rock inlets have greater longevity if the removal of sediment occurs from 

deposition in the field and not by the filtering process of flow through the gravel 

itself. They also allow for additional subsurface drainage between rainfall events in 

typically wet depressional areas. Inlet dimensions are roughly 12-20 feet long, 3-4 

feet wide, and 3-4 feet deep, using pea gravel with dimensions 1/4”-7/8”. Most 

designs include mounding the gravel one foot above the surrounding land.   

 Replacing open inlets with alternative tile intakes generally costs about $500 

for each inlet. These are eligible to receive up to 75% cost share funds from the Swift SWCD. 

Before 

After 

http://www.swiftswcd.org/uploads/9/8/2/9/98296824/agricultural_bmp_handbook_for_minnesota_-_2nd_edition.pdf
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New Practice Available through Continuous CRP 
Gemma Kleinschmidt, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist 

 The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a voluntary program that contracts with participants to establish 

long-term, resource-conserving vegetative cover to help control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance 

wildlife habitat. In return, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-

share assistance. Under a continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 

practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Along with practices specifically designed to help conserve water and soil 

such as wetland restorations, filter strips, and windbreaks/shelterbelts, prairie strips (CP43) is now another 

practice available for farmers and landowners to utilize.  

 What are Prairie Strips? They are strips of perennial, native vegetation, designed and planted on the 

landscape where they will address soil and water quality while providing food and cover for wildlife and beneficial 

insects/pollinators. They must be a minimum of 30 ft wide and can extend to a maximum of 120 ft wide. The cover 

planted must include native grasses and forbs with a minimum of 10 flowering plants. The goal being to have two 

flowering species for each bloom season and maximize forb diversity as 

much as possible.  

 Where can Prairie Strips be placed? They may be placed 

around perimeters of fields, through fields, and pivot corners where it is 

determined they will reduce soil erosion or provide water filtering.  

 Research has shown that by converting 10% of a crop-field to 

diverse, native perennial vegetation, movement of sediment off the field 

can be reduced by 95 percent and total phosphorous and nitrogen lost 

through runoff by 90 and 85 percent, respectively. Identifying low yielding 

acres of a field is also a great opportunity to incorporate perennial 

vegetation into the landscape. If you are interested in enrolling land into 

the prairie strips practice, contact Gemma Kleinschmidt 320-842-7201 x3. 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Creeps Closer to Swift County 
Dalton Herrboldt, Swift SWCD Conservation Technician 

 For Swift County residents, if your windbreak or grove has ash trees, it might be time to plant a species that 

could take its place if EAB were to make its way here and begin killing ash trees. Emerald ash borer (EAB) is a non-

native insect transported from Asia to the U.S. and first identified in Michigan in 2002. EAB feeds on the tissue of ash 

trees between the bark and sapwood, disrupting the nutrient and water flow of the tree, eventually killing the tree 

after several years of feeding. 

 It is spread through short distance natural flight and transporting infested firewood. Do not import firewood 

from other counties, and do not move firewood unless it is Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) Certified 

firewood (look for the MDA Certified Seal). Remember that it is illegal to move all hardwood firewood outside of 

EAB quarantine areas. Other important facts: EAB Active Period: (May 1 – September 30) Avoid the removal of ash 

branches, stumps or trees. This is because insects may fly and infest nearby ash trees. EAB Low Activity Period: 

(October 1 – April 30) Prune and remove ash trees as needed. 

 Symptoms of ash trees having EAB include: lower area of 

tree has water sprouts (epicormic shoots) on the tree’s trunk, tiny 

1/8 inch “D” shaped holes on the tree, “S” shaped channels under 

the bark, increased activity by woodpeckers on the tree, vertical 

splits in the tree’s bark, and less foliage with each passing year. 

 You can report EAB to the Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture in several ways. 

Please use one of the following methods if you 

suspect you have found EAB in a new 

location: Contact Arrest the Pest via email at 

arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us or by leaving a 

detailed phone message at 1-888-545-6684. 

SWIFT 



Federal Funding Provided Locally  
Rick Gronseth, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician 

 Each year USDA offers programs to assist landowners and operators to manage 

resources on their farm. From one farm bill to another farm bill, the implementation of how 

those dollars get funneled down to the local land user is not often the same way from year 

to year. NRCS administers the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) and 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). 

 EQIP is designed to address concerns on the land that often can be solved with a 

single practice. EQIP offers incentives along with some of the practices to help offset the 

learning curve or the potential short-term impacts on yields or time to monitor the results of the practice. 

 There are numerous practices that are eligible for EQIP; some examples are water & sediment control basins, 

waterways, rotational grazing systems, well sealing, cover crops, no-till conversion, ponds, nutrient management, roof 

runoff structures for feedlots, brush management, irrigation conversion to low pressure, high tunnels, and upland 

wildlife habitat. Practices like no-till, cover crops, nutrient management and irrigation water management are 

management practices that you can apply for up to three consecutive years. 

 The CSP program is a little different in that it looks at your whole farm operation instead of focusing on one 

specific field or a single practice on one field. CSP is taking into consideration your current management on all the 

acres you own and have rental control of for at least five years. With CSP you are ranked against the other producers 

who are applying for enhancements on their operation. To first be eligible for CSP, you have to be performing 

conservation at a certain level; once you have met that minimum level you can select enhancements that you are 

willing to do on your fields for the duration of the CSP contract, which runs on a five year term. You receive 

payments for performing the enhancements on your farm at the end of the year or when the project has been 

certified completed by NRCS. 

 CSP has been gaining in popularity among landowners and operators in Minnesota every year. Popular 

practices have been nutrient and pest management, cover crops, pollinator habitat, tree plantings, irrigation water 

management, variable rate application of nutrients, tissue testing, controlled traffic GPS, and filter strips. 

 Most of producers that sign up for the CSP program are working with an agronomist that is familiar with the 

program who assist them with implementation of the herbicide spray applications, soil testing, and implementing some 

of the enhancements like setting up management zones in the field for variable rate applications.  

 NRCS accepts applications on an ongoing basis and announces application signup cutoffs periodically for 

ranking and scoring applications. If you are interested in a program, contact your local office for an application or go 

to the MN NRCS website. Nov 20, 2020 is the EQIP 2021 cutoff for the next round of applications.  
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Trip of a Lifetime 
Melanie Dickman, NRCS District Conservationist  

 February 2020, I attended an international agriculture trip to Cambodia and 

Taiwan.  The trip was through the program called MARL (Minnesota Agriculture and Rural 

Leadership), which included twenty nine other agriculture enthusiasts from around the 

state.  Two Kandiyohi County residents in attendance were U of M extension employees 

Toby Spanier and Christy Kallevig.  The trip started off in Cambodia with visits to the 

cities of Phenom Penh and Siem Reap.  The group met with the Cambodian Deputy Prime 

Minister and other governmental officials including the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries. The group also visited the US Embassy.  Next, we toured several important 

historical places, including Angkor Wat and Choeung Ek Genocidal Center (Killing Fields).  

 The country is a developing country due the bulk of the educated people being 

killed in the 1970s by the Khmer Rouge.  My favorite part of Cambodia was touring the 

cashew and fruit farms, along with experiencing a new culture. The last portion of the trip 

was in People’s Republic of China (Taiwan).  Highlights included tours of a tea farm, 

mushroom farm, hydroponic lettuce operation, a ride in the elevator at the Taipei 101 

building and trying foods like stinky tofu and bubble tea.  

Melanie and the Cambodian 

Prime Minister of Ag, Forestry 

and Fisheries 



Low Interest Loans Available for MN Farmers and Rural Landowners 
Andy Albertsen, Swift SWCD District Manager 

 The Agricultural Best Management Practices (Ag BMP) 

Loan Program, which was created by the 1994 State 

Legislature, brings low interest loans to farmers, rural 

landowners, and Agri-Businesses in Swift County to implement 

water quality improvement projects.  The program is a result 

of the 1987 Federal Clean Water Act. The program provides 

low interest (3% maximum) financing to farmers, rural 

landowners, and agriculture supply businesses to encourage 

agricultural best management practices that prevent or reduce 

runoff from feedlots and farm fields, and other pollution 

problems identified by the Swift County water plan. It also 

provides loans for projects that reduce existing water quality 

problems caused by agricultural activities or failing septic 

systems. It can help landowners comply with water related 

laws and rules and can be used in conjunction with state and 

federal cost-share, or other sources of funding to implement a 

project. Farmers, rural landowners, and agriculture supply businesses are all eligible to apply for the loan program.  

 The Ag BMP loan program can fund any activity or practice that helps to improve water quality, or that helps 

maintain high water quality. The following are some examples for each category that are eligible, but additional 

projects and practices may qualify. Contact Swift SWCD to see if your project would qualify. 

 

Agricultural Waste Management 

 Agricultural waste management projects that manage or reduce the inflow of agricultural waste into surface 

and groundwater systems such as bedding management equipment or projects, buffer strips for feedlot waste runoff, 

clean water diversions for feedlots, composting structures, diet management and control, feedlot improvements and 

livestock paddocks or exclusions. Other eligible activities include manure handling, loading, transfer, agitation, pumping 

or spreading equipment, manure storage structure construction, expansion or repair (liquid or solid) (new or used), 

manure storage abandonment, milk house waste storage or treatment, nutrient management plans, odor control, 

water conservation or reuse and soil testing.   

Structural Erosion Control 

 Structural erosion control measures intended to help reduce soil erosion which adversely affects water quality 

such as buffer strips on rivers or streams with erosion issues or nutrient channeling, erosion control projects, water 

and sediment control basins, seeding for areas that reduce erosion issues, river bank or shoreline stabilization, terrace, 

tile practices that reduce erosion issues, grassed waterways. 

Tillage Equipment 

 Tillage equipment to assist with nutrient management or help manage erosion such as planting or planting-

related equipment for nutrient or residue management, tillage equipment for manure or nutrient management or 

incorporation, tillage equipment that helps with residue management to help manage erosion, precision agriculture 

technology utilized as a component of an approved practice. 

Other Projects or Practices 

 Other projects or practices such as cover crops, alternative energy, chemical application or containment 

systems, chemical irrigation control, floodplain protection and connections, irrigation management, ring dike, 

silvicultural practice, stormwater diversion, timber stand improvement, urban nonpoint control practice, variable rate 

technologies, well replacement, filtration or treatment equipment, well sealing, connection to central water, wetland 

restoration and protection, windbreaks to prevent erosion. 

 Ag BMP loans are meant to encourage water quality protection and may only be used to solve existing water 

quality problems. The following are ineligible for Ag BMP Loans: tractors, new construction projects that do not 

improve existing water quality, re-financing of projects that are already completed with existing lender conventional 

financing, and activities for any operation that has a court ordered filing brought against them to implement.  
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Low Interest Loans (cont.) 
 Loan amounts are limited to $200,000 to any one individual or project. Borrowers may have multiple 

outstanding loans. However, the aggregate sum of all Ag BMP loans may not exceed the $200,000 principal balance 

maximum. Example fees include: insurance, mortgage handling, filing, default and delinquency, and yearly maintenance 

fees. Maximum loan term length is 10 years. The maximum interest rate is 3 percent plus other normal and customary 

charges. The frequency and number of payments are flexible and are negotiated with the lender. The county and local 

lender may set additional terms and requirements for eligibility of projects. 

 The approval process for one of these low interest loans is very simple. The individual or group can work with 

their local lender for loan approval. If your lender isn’t set up to process Ag BMP loans, it is a simple and 

straightforward process that doesn’t take long to complete. Your lender will work directly with the Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture to become eligible for processing Ag BMP loans. The borrower must complete all the 

following steps to have their loan approved and project completed. 1. A borrower must meet with their local county 

government contact (for Swift County it is Andy Albertsen with the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation 

District) to propose a project or purchase that can help maintain or improve water quality. If the borrower’s project 

or purchase meets state and county eligibility requirements the county may approve the project or purchase. 2. The 

borrower must meet with their local lender to verify their credit for a loan and to see if the lender is willing to work 

with the Ag BMP loan program. 3. The borrower must purchase or complete the project or practice. Once these 

three steps are completed the borrower then will need to take their approved Ag BMP application form with any of 

the following; project receipts, invoices or equipment purchase orders to their local lender to process the loan. 

 The Ag BMP program is open year-round, however, available funding is limited, so interested parties are 

encouraged to contact Swift SWCD if they are interested in acquiring a low interest loan for their water quality 

improvement project. For more information contact Andy Albertsen with the Swift SWCD at 320-842-7201, ext. 3 or 

andy.albertsen@mn.nacdnet.net. The one-page Ag BMP Loan Application can be found on the Swift SWCD website 

(www.SwiftSWCD.org) under the SWCD Programs & Services tab, then click Ag BMP Loans to expand the section.  
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Irrigation Clinic Held 
Holly Kovarik, Pope SWCD District Manager 

 A great line-up of speakers participated in the Irrigators 

Clinic held on March 10th at the Minnewaska House in 

Glenwood, Minnesota representing: University of Minnesota, 

Soil RX Inc., Bonanza Valley Irrigators Association, Natural 

Resource Conservation Service, West Central Irrigation, 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture, and local irrigators. The 

event was well attended with about 40 landowners and agency 

professionals in attendance. 

 Topics included Introducing Regenerative Ag to Your 

Conventional Operation, The Basics of Soil Health, Irrigation 

and Water Quality Research in Central Minnesota, and 

Irrigation Variable Rate Technology.  The Bonanza Valley 

Irrigators Association held their annual meeting in conjunction 

with the event.  The University of Minnesota staff shared 

general information on climate, precipitation, and water supply 

projections.  A few vendors set up booths including the Minnesota Ag Water Quality Certification Program, West 

Central Irrigation, and Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

 The event was sponsored by: Eagle Bank, NutraDrip Irrigation, Bonanza Valley State Bank, Glenwood State 

Bank, AgCountry Farm Credit, Klimek Bros Well Drilling, Midwest Machinery, West Central Irrigation, and the 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture.   

 The event was organized by Pope, Stearns, Swift, Kandiyohi, and Douglas Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts (SWCD) and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.   

 Thank you to all that participated in this annual event to make it a success.   



SWCD Office: 

1430 Utah Avenue 

Benson, MN 56215 

Phone: 320-842-7201 ext. 3 
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We Sell Conservation Seed! 
 

Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District  
now sells native grass and flower seed! 

 
We are able to provide Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) seed mixes that   

fulfill all program requirements. We will work with you to ensure the best mix is 
selected for your site and conservation practice. We can also do custom mixes 

for other native and wildlife plantings. 
 

Economy, Standard, and Premium mixes are available for each CRP Practice. 
 
 

Did you know...we also sell perennial wildlife food plot mixes! 
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