soilSHOP AT HEALTHY ROOTS & CLEAN BOOTS, SWIFT COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Collecting a single soil sample

ToolLS

Step 1

Identify an area of interest for your
soil sample.

Step 2

Collect soil - For a large area, collect
soil from 5-10 random spots in that
area, and combine in a clean
container. For a small area, collect
soil from 3 random spots and
combine in a clean container. (See
table below for sampling depth per
spot.)

Step 3
LOCATION oF SAMPLE =
Mix soil well in clean container. #oe sou seets
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Step 4
Remove pebbles, rocks, and roots,
and air dry. Do not use a flame, oven

or hairdryer to dry the soil!

Step 5

Transfer 1 - 2 cups of the mixed soil
into a clean one-quart plastic bag.

NOTE: FOR MORE THAN ONE SAMPLE, REPEAT STEPS 1-5. RINSE YOUR
CONTAINER BETWEEN SAMPLES. LIMIT OF 3 SAMPLE BAGS / PERSON.

Area of interest Sampling depth for each random spot (inches)

Garden Area Collect all soil from the surface down to 6-8 inches deep

Play area / non-garden area Collect all soil from the surface down to 1-2 inches deep

m‘ DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

THIS PUBLICATION WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT [PROGRAM # CDC-RFA-TS-23-0001]
FROM THE AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE REGISTRY (ATSDR). ITS CONTENTS ARE SOLELY THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AUTHORS AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE OFFICIAL VIEWS OF THE ATSDR,
OR THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES



